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Personal 
 
 Born December 10, 1964, Memphis, Tennessee. Roman Catholic. 
 
Areas of Interest   
  
 The problem of God: Fundamental challenges of conceiving the divine; the history of Trinitarian thinking, and its current problems and 
possibilities; theorizations of the relation between God and the created order, with their theological and philosophical lineages; debates 
concerning divine action in the world. 
 
Theological anthropology: Human freedom and willing; the nature of human intellection and its metaphysical significance; questions 
arising from artificial intelligence and cognitive science; the transcendent end of humanity, and related debates surrounding the concept 
of  the supernatural. 
 
The nature and history of Christian theology: The self-understanding of theology, its structure and procedures, and its   
 relationships to trends in metaphysics, epistemology, historical thought and the broader culture of the academy; the    
 contemporary situation in conversation with the tradition of the discipline, especially from the medieval through the early modern 
periods, and the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
 
The continuing relevance of Thomas Aquinas: His contributions to all the areas of interest outlined above; special concern with questions 
at the boundary between metaphysics and natural science. 
 
Other figures of particular interest: Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Leibniz, Kant, Schleiermacher, Schelling, Kierkegaard, Maurice Blondel, 
Ernst Troeltsch, Karl Barth, Henri de Lubac, Austin Farrer, Bernard Lonergan, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Donald MacKinnon, Hans Frei, 
Michel de Certeau, Eberhard Jüngel. 
 
 
Professional Experience 
 
 Vanderbilt University, Divinity School and Graduate School   
     *Chair, Graduate Department of Religion (2010-  ) 
      *Associate Professor of Theology [with tenure]  (2005-  ) 
      *Assistant Professor of Theology [tenure track] (1998-2005) 
      *Assistant Professor of Theology [term] (1997-1998) 
   
 University of Chicago, Basic Program of Liberal Education, Instructor (1995-1996). 
 
 
Education        
 
 Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1997 (Divinity: Theology) 
      [Thesis: "Divine Simplicity: Theistic Reconstruction in Eberhard Jüngel’s Trinitarian Glaubenslehre." 
       Supervisor: David Tracy; Readers, Kathryn Tanner and Bernard McGinn] 
 M.A.R., Yale University, 1990 (Divinity: Philosophical Theology) 
 B.A., University of Chicago, 1987 (English Literature and Creative Writing) 



   
 
  
  
 
 Grants, Awards, and Honors  
 
 Vanderbilt University Central Research Scholar Grant (August-December 2009) 
 Resident Membership [declined] at Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton NJ (February-June 2009)  
 Visiting Fellowship [declined] at Clare Hall, Cambridge (January-June 2009) 
 Doctoral thesis sustained ‘with distinction’ (1997) 
 William Rainey Harper Dissertation Fellowship, University of Chicago (1996-1997)  
 Junior Fellowship, Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion, University of Chicago (1994-1995) 
 Ph.D. qualifying examinations completed ‘with distinction’ (1994) 
 Century Fellowship, University of Chicago (1990-1994) 
 Summa cum laude, Yale Divinity School (1990) 
 Oliver Ellsworth Daggett Scholarship Prize, Yale Divinity School (1990) 
 Mary Cady Tew Prize for exceptional ability in philosophy, literature, ethics or history, Yale University (1990) 
 Graduated with General Honors in the College and Special Honors in English, University of Chicago (1987) 
 Phi Beta Kappa, University of Chicago (1987) 
Academy of American Poets Prize (1986) 
 John Billings Fiske Poetry Prize (1986) 
 
 
Published Work: Books   
 
Aquinas and Radical Orthodoxy: A Critical Inquiry 
(Routledge Press, “Studies in Religion” series, forthcoming November 2011) 
 
 The Trial of the Witnesses: The Rise and Decline of Postliberal Theology 
 (Blackwell Publishers, “Challenges in Contemporary Theology” series, 2006) 
 Reviews: 
      International Journal of Systematic Theology 9 (2007), 222-4 
      International Journal of Public Theology 1 (2007), 136-7 
      Heythrop Journal 49 (2008), 145-7 
      Modern Theology 24 (2008), 525-8 
      Religious Studies Review 34 (Mar 2008), 37-8 
      Journal of Religion 88 (2008), 414-6 
      European Journal of Theology 17 (2008), 42-4 
     Scottish Journal of Theology 64 (2011), 110-1 
 Review Articles: 
      William Placher and Paul DeHart, “Review Article and Author Response,” Conversations in Religion and    
           Theology 5 (2007), 136-45  
      Jason Fout, “Liberalism, Postliberalism, and What (Maybe) Comes After,” Reviews in Religion and Theology       
           14 (2008), 556-64 
 Panel Discussions: 
      “Responses to The Trial of the Witnesses,” Philosophy of Religion and Theology Section, Annual Meeting of    
            the Southeastern Conference on the Study of Religion, Nashville, TN, March 2007 
    
 Beyond the Necessary God: Trinitarian Faith and Philosophy in the Thought of Eberhard Jüngel   
 (Oxford University Press / American Academy of Religion, 1999).   
Reviews: 
     Theological Studies 62 (2001), 207 
     Theology Today 58 (2002), 590-3 
     Journal of Religion 82 (2002), 129-30 
 



 
Published Work: Articles in Refereed Journals 
 
 “On being heard but not seen: Milbank and Lash on Aquinas, analogy and agnosticism,” Modern Theology 26 (2010), 243-77 

              
             “Ter mundus accipit infinitum: the dogmatic coordinates of Schleiermacher’s Trinitarian treatise,” Neue Zeitschrift 

        für Systematische Theologie und Religionsphilosophie 52 (2010), 17-39 
 
Response to Review Article by William Placher of The Trial of the Witnesses, Conversations in Religion and Theology 5 
      (2007), 140-5 
 
“The Ambiguous Infinite: Jüngel, Marion and the God of Descartes,” Journal of Religion 82 (Jan 2002), 75-96 
 
“Doctrine of Creation, Creation of Doctrine,” Anglican Theological Review 83 no 2 (Spring 2001), 297-306  
     [Invited Review Article] 
 
“Eberhard Jüngel on the Structure of Theology,” Theological Studies 57 (1996), 46-64 
 
 
Published Work: Book Chapter 
 
“Absolute Dependence or Infinite Desire? Comparing Soteriological Themes in Schleiermacher and Kierkegaard” 
     (in Schleiermacher und Kierkegaard: Subjektivität und Wahrheit / Subjectivity and Truth, edited by Niels Jørgen   
     Cappelørn, Richard Crouter, Theodor Jørgensen and Claus-Dieter Osthövener, Walter de Gruyter, 2006) 
 
 
Published Work: Reviews 
 
 Review of Andreas Schuele, ed, Who is Jesus Christ for Us Today? in Interpretation 64 (2010), 320-1 
Review of Eberhard Jüngel, Justification: The Heart of the Christian Faith, in Theological Studies 63 (2002), 625-7 
 Review of Eberhard Jüngel, God’s Being is in Becoming, in Bulletin of the Institute for Reformed Theology 2 (2002), 11-2 
 Review of Eberhard Jüngel, Theological Essays II, in Anglican Theological Review 79 (1997), 280-1 
 Review of Roland Zimany, Vehicle for God, in Journal of Religion 77 (1997), 480-1 
   
    
 Published Work: Encyclopedia or Dictionary Entries  
 
 “Radical Orthodoxy” in The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, ed Daniel Patte (Cambridge Univ Press, 2010) 
 “Postliberal Theology” in The Cambridge Dictionary of Christian Theology, ed Ian MacFarland et al (Cambridge Univ Press, 2011) 
 
 
Work in Progress 

  
 (Book ) God’s Other Life: An Essay on the Trinity, with Special Reference to Schleiermacher  

 
(Article) “’The passage from mind to heart is so long’: the Leibnizian intimation of Kierkegaard’s ‘repetition’”  
 
(Article) “Fate as form: Leibniz, substance, and providence made immanent” 
 
(Article) “For whom does it shine? Manifestation and conception in some modern Thomistic commentators” 
 
(Chapter) “Sarah Coakley as Trinitarian thinker” 
 
 
 
 



 
Invited Lectures  
 
 “The Return of Metaphysics” 
      Responses to the volume Belief and Metaphysics 
      Annual Meeting, American Academy of Religion (Chicago, October 2008) 
 
 “The Author Responds,” Panel Session devoted to The Trial of the Witnesses 
      Philosophy of Religion and Theology Section 
      Annual Meeting, Southeastern Conference on the Study of Religion (Nashville, March 2007) 
 
 “Absolute Dependence or Infinite Desire?” 
      International Schleiermacher Kierkegaard Congress (Copenhagen, October 2003) 
  
“Troeltsch and Tillich,” Response to the panel 
      Nineteenth Century Theology and Tillich Groups Joint Session.   
      Annual Meeting, American Academy of Religion (Toronto, November 2002)    
 
 “Schleiermacher’s Theory of Subjectivity,” Response to the panel 
      Schleiermacher Group 
      Annual Meeting, American Academy of Religion (Nashville, November 2000) 
  
 
Professional Practice 
 
 Book manuscripts reviewed for Westminster John Knox Press (1999-2000) and Oxford University Press (2006-7) 
 Article manuscripts reviewed for Journal of Religion (2004-5) and Harvard Theological Review (2007-8, 2010-11) 
 Reviewed a case for Associate Professor with tenure for Fordham University (2008-9) 
 
 
Committee Memberships (Divinity School or Graduate Department of Religion) 
 
 Convener, Dean’s Task Force on Divinity School Faculty Governance (2008-9) 
 Chair, Review Committee for Promotion and Tenure, Kathleen Flake (2006-7) 
 Tenure-Track Second-Year Reappointment Review Committee for Paul Lim (2007-8) 
 Term Reappoinment Review Committee for Alice Hunt (2005-6) 
 ATS Accreditation Subcommittee for Faculty and Research (2004-5) 
 Divinity School Admissions Committee (2004-5) 
 Search Committee, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Chair in Theology (2003-4) 
 Chair, Academic Programs Committee (2002-3) 
 Master of Divinity Curriculum Revision Committee (2001-2) 
 Search Committee, Junior Position in Theology (2000-3) 
 Graduate Department of Religion Policy and Admissions Committee (2000-01, 2001-2, 2002-3, 2003-4, 2007-8, Fall 2008) 
 Search Committee, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Chair in Theology (1999-2000) 
 Search Committee, Junior Position in American Religious History (1999-2000) 
 Personnel and Policy Committee (1998-9, 1999-2000, 2002-3, 2003-4, 2007-8) 
 Search Committee, Malloy Chair in Catholic Studies (1998-9) 
 Academic Programs Committee (1997-8, 1999-2000, 2000-1, Spring 2006) 
   
  
Committee Memberships (University) 
   
 Faculty Senate Committee on Professional Ethics and Academic Freedom (Fall 2008) 
 Chair, Faculty Senate Committee on Professional Ethics and Academic Freedom (2007-8) 
 Faculty Senate Committee on Senate Affairs (2006-7) 
 Vanderbilt University Faculty Senator representing Divinity School (2006-Fall 2008) 



 Institutional Repository Policy Board (Spring 2004) 
 Community Giving Campaign Allocation Committee (2001-2, 2002-3, 2003-4, 2004-5) 
 Library Committee (1998-9, 1999-2000, 2000-1, 2001-2) 
 Scholarly Communications Group (1998-9, 1999-2000) 
    
 
 
Courses Taught 
 
 Theology of Martin Luther 
 The Doctrine of the Trinity  
 Calvin as Systematician: The Institutes 
 Kierkegaard the Theologian 
 Schleiermacher 
 Seminar: Recent Works in Theological Method 
 God in the Western Tradition 
 Introduction to Constructive Christian Theology I & II 
 Postliberalism in Theology 
 Contemporary Theology: Twentieth Century Survey 
 Readings in Theological Postmodernism 
 Protestant Theology in the Nineteenth Century 
 Seminar: The Thought of John Milbank 
 Theology of Karl Barth 
 Thomas Aquinas 
 Seminar: Bonhoeffer 
 
 
Dissertations Supervised at Vanderbilt (completed) 
 
 Joshua Braley, “Jonathan Z. Smith and the Revision of Constructive Christian Theological Method”  
 Burt Fulmer, “Identities Bought and Sold, Identities Received as Grace: A Theological Criticism of and Alternative to   
      Consumerist Understandings of the Self” 
 Nathan Kerr, “Christ, History and Apocalyptic: The Politics of Christian Mission” 
 David Dault, “The Covert Magisterium: Theology, Textuality, and the Question of Scripture” 
Joshua Davis, “Act and Exigence: Creation, Grace, and Christian Subjectivity” 
Travis Ables, “The Pneumatological Construction of the Graced Subject in the Western Tradition” 
 
 
Dissertations Supervised at Vanderbilt (current) 

 
Michael Gibson, “’Der Papst ist nicht Antichrist!’: Karl Barth and Roman Catholicism—A longitudinal study” 
Sean Hayden, “Democracy and Revelation: the Early Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in its Weimar Context, 1918-1933” 

 
 
Professional Membership 
 
American Academy of Religion 
 
Languages 
 
 Latin, German, French  
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