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Symposium Schedule
Wednesday, October 15
7:30 pm			
			
			
			
		
			

Worship Celebration: Divine Love and Justice
for Black Families		

Rev. Dr. Teresa Fry-Brown, Homiletics Professor and
Director of Black Church Studies, Candler School of
Theology, Emory University			
Fifteenth Avenue Baptist Church

Thursday, October 16

Consultation Rationale

This symposium on “Strengthening the Black Family:
An Agenda for Sound Homiletics in Black Preaching” is a collaborative project between the African
American Pulpit Journal and Vanderbilt’s Kelly Miller Smith Institute on the Black Church. This project is
supported by a three-year grant from the Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment, Inc. for the development
of a non-denominational, culturally and theologically
relevant online lectionary designed to resource black
protestant churches in areas of homiletics, liturgics,
sacred music, theological knowledge and enhance
biblical exegetical skills for social crisis preaching.
The first online lectionary for the African American
pulpit was launched January 1, 2008. Since its website appearance, the response to the African American
lectionary has increasingly gained national and global
interest.

9:30 am			
			

Opening Statements

			
			

Forrest E. Harris Sr., Director of the Kelly 		
Miller Smith Institute Martha Simmons, African 		
American Lectionary Online Lectionary

			

Vanderbilt Divinity School Divinity

9:30 – 10:30 am 		
			
			
			
			

Plenary Session

11:00 – 12:00 noon
			
			
			

Plenary Session

Vanderbilt Divinity School Divinity

One of the most difficult issues facing black preaching
is the social breakdown of traditional African American families. Thus the goal of this symposium is:

12:30– 1:45 pm 		
			

Luncheon

•

			

To initiate theological dialogue on the role of
prophetic homiletics in addressing social crisis
impacting African American families.

Senior Minister, Riverside Church, New York, NY

•

To assist pastors in their role as preacher/pastor/
theologian and social justice advocate for empowering African American families.

			

Ethical Methods in Homiletics
Stacey Floyd-Thomas,

Professor of Christian Ethics, Vanderbilt Divinity School
Vanderbilt Divinity School Divinity

Historical Perspective of Social Crisis Preaching
Juan Floyd- Thomas, Professor of Church History,

Luncheon Speaker
Brad Braxton,

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Break Out Discussion Groups

			
			
			

Homiletics for Spirituality in African American
Families

			
			

Homiletics for Sound Economics in African
American Families

			

Delman Coates, Mt. Ennon Baptist Church, Clinton, MD

			
			
			

Homiletics for Sound Health and Sexuality in
African American Families

			

			

Tellis Chapman,

Galilee Baptist Church, Detroit, MI

Dennis and Christine Wiley,

Covenant Baptist Church, Washington, DC

Friday, October 17

•
•

To lay the ground work for the planning of a larger national forum on the same symposium theme,
“Strengthening the Black Family” An Agenda for
Sound Homiletics in Black Preaching.

Vanderbilt University is committed to principles of equal opportunity and affirmative action.

Conference Locations
Vanderbilt Divinity School
411 21st Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37240

Fifteenth Avenue Baptist

9:30 am			
		
			

Laying the Ground for a National Forum on
“Strengthening the Black Family: An Agenda
for Homiletics in Black Preaching

			

Vanderbilt Divinity School All Faith Chapel

			
			

This symposium is the first of several that brings together homiletic scholars and church leaders to create
a network for interactive engagement and dialogue
between homiletics scholars in the academy with
black pastors to inspire a prophetic discourse in black
preaching.

Forrest E. Harris Sr.,
Director of the Kelly Miller Smith Institute

1203 Ninth Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37208

Paid parking will be available in the Wesley Parking Garage located
at 2040 Scarrit Place (across from the Divinity School).

For more information contact:

(615) 936-8453

Kelly Miller Smith Institute

The conference is free and open to the public
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The unmarried woman, living in her father’s house, was tra
ferred into her husband’s jurisdiction by his payment of the ‘br
price’ (Heb. mohar) to her father (Gen. 34:12). If a man seduc
a girl, he had to pay the bride price as a penalty and make her
legal wife (Exod. 22:16).

It is clear from Gen. 34:12 that the bride price was separate fr
the other gifts presented by the groom’s family to the bride
When the family of Rebekah accepted the terms of her marria
Abraham’s servant responded by presenting costly gifts to her,
mother, and brother (Gen. 24:53).

FAMILIES

Conference Locations

marriage, the physical and spiritual union of a man and a wom
Gen. 2:21-24, in which God fashions one wife for Adam, expre
es the biblical ideal of monogamous marriage (see Mark 10:6However, the patriarchs practiced polygamy (Gen. 29:15-3
They also took concubines, especially in cases in which the w
had difficulty in conceiving children (Gen. 16:1-2). In the legis
tion of the Torah, it is taken for granted that a man may have t
wives and that relationships were not always harmonious betwe
them (Deut. 21:15). The kings of Israel were known to have h
large harems, although the prevailing form of marriage was m
nogamy.
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Marriages were generally contracted at a young age and arrang
by the parents or at least with their consent. It was common
marry within the clan, and first cousins were suitable partn
(Gen. 24:4; 28:2). The Bible prohibits consanguineous marria
(Lev. 18). Priests were subject to even more stringent marria
regulations than ordinary Israelites, such as the prohibition
marriage with a divorcée (Lev. 21:7).

There was usually a betrothal period after which the marriage w
celebrated (Deut. 22:23). David was promised the oldest daugh
of Saul, Merab, but when the time of the marriage came, she w
given to Adriel (1 Sam. 18:17-19). It is not certain if written co
tracts were in use, as they are not mentioned until Tob. 7:14.

The central ritual of the marriage ceremony itself was the sy
bolic bringing of the bride into the groom’s house, followed
great rejoicing. Song of Sol. 3:11 describes the bridegroom
wearing a special crown given to him by his mother, and in I
61:10 he wears a garland. A later description relates that the br
was escorted to meet the groom, and the groom came out with
friends accompanied by musicians and the sound of tambourin
(1 Macc. 9:37-39). The bride wore her finest clothes, many jew
(Isa. 61:10), and a veil (Gen. 29:23-25; Song of Sol. 4:1). Th
followed a lengthy celebration with merrymaking, singing (J
16:9), and feasting often lasting a week or two (Judg. 14:12).

Marital faithfulness was the ideal (Prov. 5:18-29). The prohi
tion of adultery is one of the Ten Commandments central to
moral code of the Torah (Exod. 20:14; Deut. 5:18). While it w
certainly considered a wrong against one’s neighbor, it was als
sin against God. Marriage, therefore, became the metaphor w
which to describe the relationship between God and Israel (H
sea 3). Prostitution was strongly condemned and often appe
as a metaphor for grave sins associated with idolatry (e.g., Ex
34:15; Deut. 31:16; Judg. 2:17; Hos. 9:1). The married couple w
expected to develop a bond of mutual love and respect, wh
they, in turn, would pass on to their children.

A marriage could always be ended by the husband upon the p
sentation of a written bill of divorce permitting the wife to rem
ry (Deut. 24:1-2). However, it is not stated specifically what co
stituted grounds for divorce. The tannaim (early rabbinic sag
argued over whether adultery alone constituted sufficient groun
or whether the husband could divorce his wife for any reason. T
latter view was accepted in later Judaism. Mark 10:2-9, howev
totally rejects divorce.

If a man had intercourse with a virgin, he was compelled to ma
her and could never divorce her (Deut. 22:29). Similarly, he co
not divorce a wife whom he falsely accused of not being a vir
when he married her (Deut. 22:19). A woman who was married
a man, divorced, and married to another, could never remarry
first (Deut. 24:3-4).

There was no law among biblical Israelites that allowed the wo
an to initiate divorce. Although it is not mentioned, it is proba
that a husband who divorced his wife forfeited the bride price a
was no longer able to make use of the property the wife brou
into the marriage.

The levirate law is specified in Deut. 25:5-10. The brother o
man who dies without a son had an obligation to marry the w
who was left, and ‘the first son whom she bears shall succeed
the name of his brother who is dead.’ Tamar, daughter-in-law
Judah, tried to force Judah to fulfill his obligation to provid
levirate marriage for her (Gen. 38), and the marriage of Boaz
Ruth was intended in some way to fulfill this same custom (R
4:10).
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Some of the sectarians of the Second Commonwealth period,
cluding the Essenes, practiced celibacy by separating from th
wives after fulfilling the commandment of procreation. While,
cording to many scholars, members of the Dead Sea sect app
to have been celibate, they also seem to have been married, an
marriage ritual is presented in their scrolls.

In the NT. marriage is often used figuratively in connection w
the Kingdom of God (e.g., Matt. 25:1-13; Luke 14:16-24; R
19:7, 9), but it is an institution for the present rather than the

